Electrically elicited cardiovascular and respiratory responses from the nucleus tractus solitarii in unrestrained cats.
Heart rate, arterial blood pressure and respiratory rate responses to electrical stimulation of the nucleus tractus solitarii (NTS) were studied in unanaesthetized freely moving cats. Complex cardiovascular response patterns, mainly pressor responses, were obtained from stimulation of the portion of the NTS rostral to the obex. No significant difference was observed between the effects produced by stimulation of the NTS on the right and on the left side. These results indicate that the rostral portion of the NTS also plays a role in the cardiovascular control, and a functional asymmetry between the two sides does not exist at the level of the NTS.